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The Symbols of Christmas

On occasion, I’m sorry to say, I have encountered what I would describe
as “Scrooge” Christians. They may be faithful church members, read their
Bibles, and try to help others, but they are “soured” on many of the things that I
enjoy about Christmas.
They don’t like the lights. They complain about the presents. They turn
off the Christmas music.
Bah Humbug!
Now I can understand being concerned about leaving Christ out of
Christmas, but how we express that concern is another matter. In his article,
“The Symbols of Christmas,” Jack Hayford offers a way forward when it comes
to Scrooge Christians and their lack of Christmas spirit. Hayford writes the
following:
“At Christmas, there are innumerable, inescapable signs of the fact that
God came to earth. Whether intended as a witness to Him or not, society has
been captured by God’s love—the season rings with it!
The following four symbols of Christmas are “traditions which testify”
because they are born of the truth.
The Advent Wreath - The testimony of a complete Savior
The Christmas Tree - The symbol of a broken curse
Bells and Bows, Holly and Ivy -The tokens of a new Covenant
Saint Nicholas - The longing for a loving Father
We live in a world full of symbols—people illuminate their houses, put up
their trees, give gifts to one another, and they have no idea what any of it means.
We don’t need to preach the meaning to them, but we are to embrace the
significance of those symbols by sharing the reality of the truths they represent
with people.”
Merry Christmas!
Sam
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Mike’s Musings
The North Carolina Singers and Orchestra are
coming to Sanford for the first time in my
nearly fourteen years at First Baptist
Church. This group of 100 plus singers and
40 plus orchestra members is made up of both
career ministerial musicians and
volunteers from Baptist churches across the
state.
My friend Scott Hurdt and Cool Springs
Baptist Church will host the concert on
Monday night, January 9th. Needless to say
this is a very rare opportunity!
The preservice music presented by the
orchestra will begin at 6:45 and the concert
will begin at 7:00. Let me emphasize that this
is a very unique and inspiring time of worship
in which the congregation gets to
participate. I would love for First Baptist to
be well represented!
A sincere Thank You to all the singers,
orchestra, and behind the scene folks that
made God Loves the World so
meaningful! And also thanks to pastor Sam
for his epilogue based on "Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing." When it comes to presenting a
musical, the most important aspect is the
proclamation of the message, and many have
commented on how well that was
accomplished. There could be no better way
to end the year than by saying "to God be the
Glory"!
Merry Christmas!
Mike

December 4, 2022
Weekly Budget Requirement
Weekly Budget Received

$20,692.00
22,266.50

Building/Capital Improvement

Other

200.00
2,801.00
$25,267.50

TOTAL

December 11, 2022
Weekly Budget Requirement
Weekly Budget Received

$20,692.00
59,771.70

Building/Capital Improvement

Other

0
4,966.13

TOTAL

$64,737.83

Upcoming Church Events
December 24. . . . . . . . .Christmas Eve Live Nativity
5:00pm Service
& Lord’s Supper
December 25. . . . . . . . .ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
@ 10:00am (no evening activities)
Sunday School resumes
next week.
December 28. . . . . . . . .No Bible Study today
We will resume on
January 4th @ 11:00am.
December 26, 27, 28. . .FBC Church Office &
Family Life Center will be
closed.
January 1, 2023. . . . . . ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
@ 11:00am (no evening activities)
Sunday School @ 9:45
January 2, 2023. . . . . . Church Office & FLC Closed
January 8, 2023. . . . . . Children’s Church - 11:00am
(Please remind your children
to bring their Bible).
January 8, 2023. . . . . . SOS resumes with a new study
entitled, “The New Testament
Canon”. We will meet in the
Fellowship Hall @ 6:00pm.
Study guides are available in
the church office for $10.

December 24

December 25

5:00pm

10:00am

Luke 2:22-24; 36-38

Luke 2:1-20

“Making a Difference”

“The Christ of
Christmas”

Live Nativity & Service
“Breath of Heaven”
by Amy Grant
& Chris Eaton
Bethany Deamer, Solo

January 1
11:00am
Doug Thompson
Solo
Preaching:
Jonathan Lett

SOS
(Spotlight on Sundays)

“Gesu Bambino”
Solo by Sheree Clement

FBC Cookbooks
We have plenty of
cookbooks left!
They can be purchased for
$10 each in the Church
Office from 8:00am-4:00pm

A reminder that the new
Sunday Night Teaching Series,
“The New Testament Canon”,
begins on January 8!
Study guides are available in
the church office for $10.

International
Collected to Date: $17,196.13

December 25th – No Sunday School
or evening activities as we celebrate
Christ’s birth in our 10:00 am service
& at home with family!
January 1st - No 8:45 am service and
no evening activities for our youth.
We look forward to seeing everyone
and getting back into the swing of
full activities after the 1st of the year.
Merry Christmas everyone!
Chadwick

A big thank you for all the monetary
contributions to Upward
scholarships. These contributions
provide kids an opportunity that
otherwise may not have been
available to them. Upward brings
kids closer to the gospel.
***********************************

For all those who can, please consider
donations for
UPWARD CONCESSIONS.
Items Needed…...







Individual bags of chips
Skittles, any flavor
M&Ms, any flavor
Starburst, any flavor
Regular-size candy bars
Packs of gum

Donations may be placed in
Mike Handy’s office.

Merry Christmas & love to you all!
Lee

Benefits of Children’s Church
Ministering to our Children is a great way for us to pass
our faith to the next generation. It provides an additional
learning tool to help train our young children for a strong youth
ministry to come and possibly future church leaders. Children’s
ministry is ministering to a person at the most critical time in
their life.
It was a blessing to see the children with their Bibles in December.
As we continue to learn where to find passages in the Bible, it is
important to remind them to always bring their Bibles to
Children’s Church. Hopefully, this will become a natural thing
for them to do as they grow in their faith.
Your children bring so much joy to us as well. They are smart
and eager to participate in all our activities. Thank you for
making this an important part of your child’s routine on Sundays.
We meet in the Chapel on the 1st Sunday of each month during
the 11:00am Worship hour. Due to the holiday, we will meet on
January 8th, instead of January 1st.
Merry Christmas to all our Children and their Parents!
Jonathan & Karla
“If I could relive my life, I would devote my entire ministry to reaching
children for God”.
Dwight L. Moody

